
From: Donn Walters
To: Suzanne Wells
Subject: Re: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto) - FYI
Date: 02/18/2011 12:03 PM

It was a team effort.  Beverly and I co-facilitated with backup support from CH2M, our contractor and
help from other R6 staff,  

▼ Suzanne Wells---02/17/2011 03:01:01 PM---Glad to hear things went well with the CI activities.  Just
curious who was the neutral facilitator

From: Suzanne Wells/DC/USEPA/US
To: Donn Walters/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 02/17/2011 03:01 PM
Subject: Re: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto) - FYI

Glad to hear things went well with the CI activities.  Just curious who was the neutral
facilitator you all used for the World Cafe. 

Suzanne Wells
Chief
Superfund Community Involvement and Program Initiatives Branch
(703) 603-8863
(703) 603-9112 (fax) 

Healthier Families, Cleaner Communities, A Stronger America
http://www.epa.gov/40th

▼ Donn Walters---02/17/2011 03:43:26 PM---I have been out at Contracts training.  No problems with CI
activities. The World Cafe concept worke

From:    Donn Walters/R6/USEPA/US
To:    Suzanne Wells/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    02/17/2011 03:43 PM
Subject:    Re: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto) - FYI

I have been out at Contracts training.  No problems with CI activities. The World Cafe
concept worked well. The issues were with people catching and eating the fish, crabs,
boating,etc,  There have been extensive bilingual warning signage and fencing efforts
underway.     

▼ Suzanne Wells---02/15/2011 12:00:26 PM---Were there issues with the community involvement
activities, e.g., the World Cafe, or the fish advis

From: Suzanne Wells/DC/USEPA/US
To: Donn Walters/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 02/15/2011 12:00 PM
Subject: Re: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto) - FYI

Were there issues with the community involvement activities, e.g., the World Cafe, or the
fish advisory postings?

mailto:CN=Donn Walters/OU=R6/O=USEPA/C=US
mailto:CN=Suzanne Wells/OU=DC/O=USEPA/C=US@EPA
http://www.epa.gov/40th


Suzanne Wells
Chief
Superfund Community Involvement and Program Initiatives Branch
(703) 603-8863
(703) 603-9112 (fax) 

Healthier Families, Cleaner Communities, A Stronger America
http://www.epa.gov/40th

▼ Donn Walters---02/15/2011 12:56:22 PM---thanks. This is our CEI site that I have mentioned
previously. We refer to this in all our stakehold

From:    Donn Walters/R6/USEPA/US
To:    Suzanne Wells/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Date:    02/15/2011 12:56 PM
Subject:    Re: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto) - FYI

thanks. This is our CEI site that I have mentioned previously. We refer to this in all our
stakeholder activities. There have been major Enforcement issues here so we have to be
careful..

-----Suzanne Wells/DC/USEPA/US wrote: ----- 
To: Donn Walters/R6/USEPA/US@EPA
From: Suzanne Wells/DC/USEPA/US
Date: 02/15/2011 11:35AM
Cc: Melissa Dreyfus/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto) - FYI

Donn,

This testimony on the San Jacinto Waste Pits is very positive.  I didn't realize you had done
a World Cafe effort at this site.  Maybe you should consider giving a presentation at the
Superfund Monday meeting in conjunction with the EPA Community Involvement
Conference to share what the region did at this site. 

Suzanne Wells
Chief
Superfund Community Involvement and Program Initiatives Branch
(703) 603-8863
(703) 603-9112 (fax) 

Healthier Families, Cleaner Communities, A Stronger America
http://www.epa.gov/40th

----- Forwarded by Suzanne Wells/DC/USEPA/US on 02/15/2011 12:34 PM -----

From: James Woolford/DC/USEPA/US
To: Mathy Stanislaus/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Lisa Feldt/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Barry
Breen/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Shawna Bergman/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Ellyn
Fine/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Becky Brooks/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Barnes
Johnson/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Elizabeth Southerland/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Doug
Ammon/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Jennifer Wilbur/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Thea
Williams/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Suzanne Rudzinski/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Randy

http://www.epa.gov/40th
http://www.epa.gov/40th
http://www.epa.gov/40th


Deitz/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Carolyn Levine/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, DavidR
Lloyd/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Suzanne Wells/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Brigid
Lowery/DC/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 02/15/2011 11:18 AM
Subject: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto) - FYI

James Woolford, Director
Office of Superfund Remediation and Technology Innovation (OSRTI)
Office of Solid Waste and Emergency Response (OSWER)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA)

Office:  703-603-8960
Fax: 703-603-9146

woolford.james@epa.gov

----- Forwarded by James Woolford/DC/USEPA/US on 02/15/2011 11:13 AM -----

From: Sam Coleman/R6/USEPA/US
To: James Woolford
Date: 02/15/2011 10:43 AM
Subject: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto)

yv8yACYAAAAAAAAASW5hY3RpdmUgaGlkZSBkZXRhaWxzIGZvciBCYXJiYXJhIE5hbm4=
Barbara Nann

    ----- Original Message -----
    From: Barbara Nann
    Sent: 02/15/2011 09:40 AM CST
    To: Charles Faultry; Sam Coleman
    Subject: Fw: Media Alert (San Jacinto)
FYI

Barbara A. Nann
Assistant Regional Counsel
EPA Region 6 (6RC-S)
1445 Ross Avenue 
Dallas, TX 75202
phone: (214) 665-2157
fax: (214) 665-6460
nann.barbara@epa.gov
----- Forwarded by Barbara Nann/R6/USEPA/US on 02/15/2011 09:38 AM -----

From: "Patel, Snehal (CAO)" <Snehal.Patel@cao.hctx.net>

To: Barbara Nann/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Cynthia Fanning/R6/USEPA/US@EPA, Donn
Walters/R6/USEPA/US@EPA

Date: 02/15/2011 09:25 AM

Subject: FW: Media Alert

We wanted to share with you the following press release and written testimony of Vince Ryan,
County Attorney, who is in DC today.  I have shared it with Dr. Armendariz also.  Mr. Ryan was
invited to testify about the San Jacinto River Waste Pits.  Please feel free to share with all those in



involved in the project.
 
Best wishes and thank you.
 
Best wishes,
Snehal R. Patel
Chief, Environmental Regulatory Section
Harris County Attorney's Office
  

  

Vince Ryan
Harris County Attorney

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 15, 2011
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY VINCE RYAN TO DISCUSS SAN JACINTO RIVER SUPERFUND
SITE BEFORE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT
 
            Vince Ryan, Harris County Attorney, is scheduled to testify today before the U. S. House
Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy.  The hearing, entitled “Environmental
Regulations, the Economy, and Jobs”, will begin at 1 p.m. Washington time in 2322 Rayburn House
Office Building, Washington, D.C.
            Ryan will describe the collaborative relationship between Harris County, the responsible
companies and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in the cleanup of the San Jacinto
River Dioxin Waste Pits Superfund Site.  
            The San Jacinto Waste Pits is a partially submerged superfund site located north of the
Interstate Highway 10 bridge over the San Jacinto River.   During the late 1960s, pits next to the
river were filled with dioxin-laden paper waste from a nearby paper mill. Over time, due to local
subsidence, the San Jacinto River flowed into and through these pits spreading dioxin, one of the
deadliest chemicals in the world.
 
            Ryan will report that the Office of the Harris County Attorney has worked with the EPA to
create a greater role for local government than is typically experienced in superfund cases.  The
Office assisted in creating a Memorandum of Understanding between Harris County and the EPA
that has led to collaborative efforts between the County, State, and the responsible companies to
develop a plan to contain the dioxin and raise community awareness about the dangers of dioxin
contamination.
 
            “Providing healthy communities in which our residents can work and strive towards a better
quality of life with cleaner air and water quality remain a high priority for all of us,” Ryan said.
 
            A copy of Mr. Ryan’s testimony is attached.
Contact:
Terence O'Rourke
First Assistant
Harris County Attorney's Office
1019 Congress, 15th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
Phone 713 755-7880
Cell 713 302-7594
e-mail - terence.orourke@cao.hctx.net 
(See attached file: San Jacinto River Waste Pits
TestimonyVinceRyan21511HyperlinkVer.pdf)

[attachment "San Jacinto River Waste Pits TestimonyVinceRyan21511HyperlinkVer.pdf"
removed by Donn Walters/R6/USEPA/US]
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